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The Laboratory Astrophysics and Cluster Physics Group of the MPIA (Heidelberg) working in the 
Physics Department of the Friedrich Schiller University in Jena is seeking an ambitious, highly 
qualified postdoctoral researcher to work in any of the following areas: experimental studies on gas-
phase condensation and processing of cosmic dust analogs, matrix- and gas-phase spectroscopy of 
astrophysically relevant molecules, spectroscopy of dust grains, and condensation and chemical 
reactions in helium droplets. 
 
The Laboratory Astrophysics and Cluster Physics Group of the MPIA is pursuing a wide range of 
laboratory astrophysical research along these lines, including the development of  astrophysically 
relevant experiments for studying condensation (laser pyrolysis and laser ablation), processing (ion- or 
UV-irradiation-induced) and spectroscopy of molecular or nanometer-sized species in molecular or 
particle beams, optical spectroscopy as well as analytical characterization of the generated and 
spectroscopically recorded species with physical, chemical, and mineralogical methods, and 
astrophysical interpretation of the results (for more information see http://www.astrolab.uni-jena.de/). 
The researcher will deal with topical high-vacuum techniques, laser technology, and up-to date 
characterization methods.  In addition, the researcher will have access to different facilities including 
ion accelerators, high-resolution transmission electron microscopy, and energy-dispersive X-ray 
spectroscopy. 
 
Applicants should have a PhD in physics, chemistry or a closely related field. The appointment will be 
for an initial period of two years with a likely extension to three years, and MPIA provides funds for 
publications, travel, etc. The available position ranges from independent work within the broad 
research direction of the Laboratory Astrophysics and Cluster Physics Group to a more project-
oriented position. 
 
Interested candidates should send a curriculum vitae, publication list, and a brief statement of research 
interests by April 1, 2012. They should also arrange for three letters of reference to be provided 
separately by the same date. All applications and reference letters need to be submitted using our 
online application system at: 
 
https://s-lotus.gwdg.de/mpg/mhas/laborastro_11_16_in.nsf/portal 
 
Candidates should first register with our online system to generate a registration code, which must be 
sent to referees for letter submission. Please concatenate CV, publication list, and research statement 
into a single PDF file. 
 
Contact: Cornelia Jäger 
E-mail: cornelia.jaeger@uni-jena.de 
 
The Max Planck Society is an equal opportunity employer. Applications from women, disabled people 
and minority groups are particularly welcome. The MPIA supports its employees in their search for 
suitable child care institutions. 
 
 

 


